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his bipartisan working together with
his committee members.

The majority leader and I have
talked about this briefly, but, obvi-
ously, we now have on the schedule 2
weeks left to go to do our business.
There is some discussion in the Senate,
as the gentleman knows, about them
meeting into August.

Obviously, one of the problems with
that is for, particularly, younger Mem-
bers. A lot of Members here have chil-
dren who go back to school the third
week in August, so the first 2 weeks
are not available to them.

Can we give them some direction on
whether or not we expect to be here
past the scheduled adjournment date of
July 31?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding.

As of now, I have no scheduled
changes to what has been announced. 1
do want to notify the Members,
though, when the Senate sends us a
healthcare bill, if we are still in ses-
sion, we will move to the healthcare
bill. If we are out, back in our districts,
I would give them a notified time ap-
propriate to come back and begin our
work. We would not wait until the re-
cess is over. We would begin work.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his comments. Mem-
bers ought to plan accordingly.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the Appro-
priations Committee is marking up its
bills, but we have not yet adopted a
budget and, therefore, have no House-
approved top line for discretionary
spending.

Can the majority leader give us any
view as to whether or not the Budget
Committee may be reporting, before we
leave for the August break, a budget
establishing an upper line for discre-
tionary spending?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

I have two good pieces of information
I would take from there. The Budget
Committee will be marking up in com-
mittee next week. Appropriations, as
you know, because you were a member
of it, I have never seen appropriations
work like they have this year, knowing
that we have a new administration,
knowing that you get the budget late,
but they have every single bill, all 12,
out of subcommittee already. As of the
end of the day, they will have seven
out of full committee, and at the end of
next week, they will have all 12 done
through subcommittee and full com-
mittee.

So I knew you would be excited.
Those are concerns of yours.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the majority leader for his observation.

I might say, if I can, the first year I
was majority leader, which was in 2007,
we passed all appropriations bills be-
fore the August break to the Senate,
but I am pleased that the Appropria-
tions Committee is moving forward,
and let’s hope that we can honor reg-
ular order.
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Does the majority leader expect us to
consider each of the bills that the gen-
tleman refers to as having been passed
through subcommittee, some through
full committee? Do we expect to con-
sider those discretely one at a time on
the floor?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, no decision has been
made yet. Knowing that we are in a dif-
ferent situation with a new administra-
tion, there is an opportunity to do it
differently but be able to make sure we
take up all the bills. I will keep the
gentleman notified of when decisions
are made.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the majority leader.

Mr. Speaker, in addition, one of the
things, obviously, that I think both
sides are concerned about, and Sec-
retary Mnuchin has urged, and others
have urged us to deal with, is the debt
limit. We are not exactly sure when it
will be necessary and when the admin-
istration will run out of extraordinary
measures to ensure that we pay our
bills.

I have told the majority leader pri-
vately and I have said publicly to the
press that assuming we have a clean
debt limit extension, it would be my
intention to urge my Members to sup-
port such a clean debt limit extension.

Does the gentleman have any
thought as to when we might be con-
sidering that?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding and for
the question.

Mr. Speaker, I do agree with the gen-
tleman on the premise that it is re-
sponsible fiscal policy and it is impor-
tant to our country’s ability to suc-
ceed, that includes honoring the full
faith and credit of the United States.

The last information I was given, I
believe this is public, is that the debt
ceiling will not run out until October.
There was conversation that that could
have been earlier, but we will continue
to work with you and Secretary
Mnuchin to make sure we pass an ex-
tension.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, lastly, I would say that
obviously I know the gentleman and I,
and I think the overwhelming majority
of Members of the House on both sides
of the aisle, are very concerned that we
ensure that sanctions on Iran’s malevo-
lent actions and Russia’s actions, in-
cluding involving itself in an American
election, is an item of concern. I know
the gentleman is working on it.

Can the gentleman tell me what he
thinks the schedule for that bill might
be?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman
knows, unfortunately, in the Senate,
we had a constitutional challenge on a
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blue slip on the way they passed their
bill. There is concern on this side that
we want to make sure we move that
bill in a very quick manner and do it
correctly.

I do believe that there is a bill that
moved out of here that there is an ad-
dition that should be added, North
Korea. That came out of here 419-1, but
I believe Iran, the work that Russia
has done, and what North Korea has
done, it would be a very strong state-
ment for all of America to get that
sanction bill completed and done and
to the President’s desk as soon as pos-
sible.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman. I share that view that
we want to get this done as soon as
possible.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———————

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
JULY 14, 2017, TO MONDAY, JULY
17, 2017

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, July 17, 2017, when it
shall convene at noon for morning-hour
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———————

ENSURING VETERAN ACCESS TO
SNAP

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week the House de-
bated the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, which I believe is one of the
most essential responsibilities of Con-
gress, to fund our armed services. This
House works to ensure our servicemen
and -women have the resources they
need to keep America safe.

We must also make certain that our
veterans, our military, have access to
the resources they need to be success-
ful in civilian life. This certainly in-
cludes access to nutritional food.

Out of the 22 million veterans in the
United States, about 1.7 million are in
households that currently participate
in the Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, or SNAP. Approxi-
mately 46 percent of our veterans are
senior citizens, including those who
served in World War II, Korea, and
Vietnam.

Veterans of all ages may also have
widely varying levels of disabilities or
limitations. SNAP cannot solve all of
the challenges a veteran or a member
of an Active-Duty military family
faces, but it can help eligible veterans
once they return home.

As the Agriculture Committee pre-
pares the next farm bill, we must re-
main vigilant in our dedication to
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serve those who have given so much in
the defense of our Nation.

————

IN TRIBUTE TO KAYE FISSINGER

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in tribute to Kaye Fissinger, a late
resident of Colorado, who passed away
at the age of 73.

I only got to know Kaye during her
time in Colorado the last 11 years of
her life. I got to meet her through her
work in founding Our Health, Our Fu-
ture, Our Longmont that initiated a
successful fracking ban for the city of
Longmont and dealt with the disposal
of fracking waste products in the city
of Longmont.

While, unfortunately, that fracking
ban was later overturned by the Su-
preme Court, the legacy of her citizen
activism should be inspiring for all of
us. Her friend, Marisa Dirks, said: ‘‘She
was a fierce warrior for democracy and
for our environment. . . . ¢

Our mutual friend, Bob Norris, said:
“Kaye was dedicated to many aspects
of having a better and safer environ-
ment for all.”

Kaye is somebody who, as a citizen,
was able to pull people together and
had more effect on keeping people safe
than the politicians. Kaye truly helped
give voice to the power of the people,
and her legacy will live on with all
those who were touched and protected
by her actions.

——

BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
WELCOMES THE VIETNAM TRAV-
ELING MEMORIAL WALL

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
this weekend, Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, welcomes the Vietnam Trav-
eling Memorial Wall to Penndel Memo-
rial Field.

Fifty years ago, many brave women
and men from Bucks and Montgomery
Counties were among the tens of thou-
sands who would give their lives in the
Vietnam war. The traveling wall is a
large-scale replica of the memorial
here in Washington, D.C. It moves
around the Nation, providing remem-
brance and healing to local commu-
nities like Bucks County, where 136
soldiers were killed or MIA during the
Vietnam war.

I am proud of the Penndel-Hulmeville
Memorial Day Parade Committee, Ed
Preston; Mike Fitzpatrick; Rich Rush;
Vince and Lori Muscato; Mike Sodano;
Tom Preston; Ray Mongillo; Walt Da-

vidson; Vicki McLaughlin; Paul
Shanahan; Paul and Alexandria
Schnider; Dale Walton, Jr.; Carol

Beauchamp; Greg Woodrow; and all the
volunteers and veterans for their re-
lentless effort to bring the Vietnam
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Traveling Memorial Wall to Bucks
County.

As we honor those who died in serv-
ice of our Nation, we, too, thank all of
those who have served, and we pause to
thank and think of those who are de-
fending our country today.

—————

STRENGTHENING DOD’S RESPONSE
TO PFOA AND PFOS WATER CON-
TAMINATION

(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
the House Armed Services Committee
for working with me to strengthen the
Defense Department’s response to
PFOA and PFOS water contamination
issues.

These contaminants are plaguing
communities due to the use of AFFF
firefighting foams across our Nation,
including in Horsham and Willow
Grove, Pennsylvania, in my district.

I have been fighting for Federal re-
sources and responsibility since first
learning of these issues.

With my amendment, and the $30
million increases each for the Air
Force and Navy to combat this issue
that we fought so hard for, this bill is
an important step in the right direc-
tion toward addressing this issue any
and every way we possibly can, but our
fight continues.

My bipartisan legislation, H.R. 3106,
would require an enforceable nation-
wide drinking water standard for PFCs,
including PFOA and PFOS, rather than
the current voluntary advisory.

I will keep fighting to address this
issue with the seriousness it merits.

————
0 1200

BENEFITS OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
FUNDING

(Mr. TAYLOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
voice my support for the National De-
fense Authorization Act.

The United States of America is the
greatest force for freedom, peace, and
prosperity. We are the greatest because
we have built a military that has the
best equipped, the best trained, and the
best led fighting force the world has
ever known.

Mr. Speaker, we all have a moral re-
sponsibility to every servicemember
who puts their life on the line for
America. That responsibility is to give
them superior equipment, sound strat-
egy that doesn’t put them in unneces-
sary danger, and care for their families
while they are away. This bill gives our
troops a sorely-needed pay raise, and
helps to rebuild our military, thus ful-
filling our promise.

In the words of George Washington:
“To be prepared for war is the most ef-
fectual means of preserving peace.”
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I am proud of this bill, and I am
thankful for my amendment to be in-
cluded in it, that expands veteran op-
portunities to get credentialed. It al-
lows servicemembers to use the skills
they developed in the military to be
more competitive in the workforce. It
allows them to get credentialed for in-
demand professions that are valued by
our civilian employers.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this bill,
and I am thankful for all those who
worked on it.

———

SENATE REPUBLICAN
HEALTHCARE BILL SHOULD BE
TOSSED IN THE TRASH

(Ms. BARRAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, the
new version of the Senate Republican
healthcare bill should be tossed in the
trash. No amendment will fix the mas-
sive damage it will cause to California
and the entire country.

Women, seniors, and low-income fam-
ilies across the country are being
threatened. TrumpCare threatens to
shut down hospitals in my district,
which would leave many of my con-
stituents without access to critical
healthcare services.

People like Doreen from Los Angeles
County, will be forced to fight for their
lives. Doreen was in remission from
ovarian cancer in 2010, when she suc-
cessfully signed up to receive coverage
through the Affordable Care Act, even
though she had a preexisting condition.
Now she is scared for her life as
TrumpCare threatens to take away the
healthcare she needs to stay cancer
free.

I stand up for “fighters,”’
“luchadoras’ like Doreen—a woman,
senior, and cancer survivor—who will
be left helpless by TrumpCare.

Again, the Senate Republican
healthcare bill should be tossed in the
trash.

——————

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR LUKE
KENLEY

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to one of the
most influential legislators in the his-
tory of the Indiana General Assembly,
Luke Kenley, who has recently an-
nounced his decision to retire after 25
years of service representing District
20 in the Indiana State Senate.

Senator Kenley was an invaluable re-
source and mentor during my 6 years of
service in the State Senate, and I am
grateful that I had the opportunity to
learn from him.

Senator Kenley has established him-
self as a champion of physical responsi-
bility and limited government. His ac-
complishments are too numerous to
fully list here, but since 2009, he has led
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